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Lianwrthwl Community Council

Paul Booth (Chair), Gareth Thomas (Vice-Chair), Alan Austin, Clive Easton, Ben
Gaskell, Robert Lewis, Henry Thomas

March 2019
Lianwrthwl Residents

Our Rights of Way

You may have seen from the minutes posted on the village notice board that at
recent meetings, the Community Council has been discussing Rights of Way in our
area, and we would like to let you about some recent developments.

Last September, the Community Council agreed to look into the possibility of taking
some actions to protect and improve our Rights of Way. As a first step we obtained a
copy of the Definitive Map, giving precise details of all routes for walkers and horse
riders. A few weeks later Megan, our Clerk, was made aware of a scheme funded by
Natural Resources Wales, which would enable Powys County Council to offer special
support to Town or Community Councils wishing to improve their Rights of Way. We
put in an expression of interest and we heard in January that we were successful in
being selected, along with 5 other Councils, including Rhayader

With over 12,000 individual public Rights of Way to look after, Powys County Council
is struggling, and much of network is in poor condition or unusable. Further budget
cuts will only make the situation more difficult. In some council areas local people are
helping out by sharing in some of the work, and this is making a real difference.

We know that residents, as well as many visitors, like to walk in our beautiful
landscape. Rights of Way are also part of our heritage and we should make sure they
are not lost to future generations. We are fortunate in Lianwrthwi that many of our
paths and bridleways are in reasonable condition, which is a good position to start
from.

The aim for Lianwrthwl is to have a team of volunteers, linked to Powys Countryside
Volunteers (leaflet attached), and guided by a Powys Rights of Way Officer. The work
will be path surveys, general clearance, maintenance and replacement of stiles and
gates, signs and waymarks. Training will be provided, as well as tools and protective
equipment. Volunteers will of course be free to decide their availability and the type of
work they do.

If you would like to volunteer, or would like to know more, please contact Alan Austin
on 01597 811051, 07791 775612, or austin529@btintemet.com

PS Don't worry If you are not in position to volunteer. it would be good to know you
support this work and might encourage other people by talking about it.



